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world. I've racked
by brain  on
numerous
occasions and the

W could clean my
By Rita Davis  poucc while I'm at
york Kind of ke thos hings peope
leave in their swimming pools o
Unfortunately. 1 recently
cientists are ill having rouble dreaing
4 robot that docsn’t bump into walls.
Necessity is the Mother of Invention,
though, and as long as man has needs the
mind of the inventor will be at work,

Terwilliger of Clawson, Michigan, a
man who saw the need t0 ease the bum

and grind of the hamess racing business
over thirty years ago and has been doing

“My dad and brothers raced hamess
horses”and they were always getting
explains Terwilliger. "My mother
used 1o complain about it. so I came out
and developed the first product - the
Protecto Vst Today you hear about the,
vests, several sates bought them. | ended
up selling thepatent o Ski-Dov-
Bombadi
Tmm.gm wife Myra says her

y
. “1 developed a (plastic)
wheel 41k that would pop in and our
You couldn't get a patent on it because
the Romans actually used them in their
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The Inventor

chariots. | invented mud fenders - they
were mandatory. That was another item
you coudn't get patened_because
wheels were made with fenders.

ost_unigue protection devic
Terwilliger fecls pe's cver designed
the “Go Straight”. which is good for
gacers and wroters, I takes bad-gaied
or lame horses s them 10 tip
heir clbows out (0 g0 saight Expling
Terwilliger.

Horse boots are, by far, Protecto’s
biggest seller though. with over 50
differen syls being sold work-wide,
Says Terwillige y once said
Rt seven out o ten horses racing i the
midwest were wearing Proceto, | don't
know how they calculated 1

When Terwilliger’s two duughwn grew
up, his wife Myra joined the business. He
says, “We're a great team, my wife and |
1T want and it
1 cost, say $20,000, she just sa
it and have fun.

Al Terwilliger

unexpected reward seven years ago when
he was knighted by the governor of

I holr when I designin. e Kentucky as an honorary Colonel. He
doesn't get offended. If she did, feels extremely honored 10 be included
xghl memup my .m..gh. process, 1 i such fine company as Bing o
sure don't mean to say anything bad.™ a-my Kaye and Red Skelto
Alnng with input from horsemen all | A graduate of the J..nmu School of
over the world. Tmnmgw himself does  Music in New
all of the new product development, Work was in e,
inventing the tools as well that will be loved horses. loved the races”

" explains of how his background helpod
his carcer. “Andy Devine insisted that |
had to be hired in Never Too Late. a big
Broadway show. He always insisicd on

required to manufacture his con
nce the item is ready for production,
Myra takes over o prepare it for the

assembly line sty hor }
e advenure bt inigues me because he used [0 g 1o the racey

Terwilliger, as wel m he Dleasure.of  ith me and Id help him pick winncrs.

bencfiting horses sad mankind, ~This  His most memorable experence of

business to me is an inspiration.” he points
out. “I get so many ideas. patents, for the
benefit of horse racing. | always feel that |
get these ideas beyond my smartness. | get
them at night, in my slecy

Reagan enjoyed hamess racing 00, and

Terwilliger feels that he was instrumental
. in bringing the sport to California,

Terwilliger's contribations fo the  Maintining tes 1o the entertinment

horse racing business camed him an  industry. Terwilliger has writien TV
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The Inventor (continued

mercials and still sings on occasion
Broadway songs and national anther
‘when he has the &

feels that the hamess r

business like show business,”
“The tracks for years have
‘monopoly and didn’t have to go out

get business. Now, if I was in control of
a rack, I would be handling it like a
football game. Have entertainment for
young kids between races, run the races
Off quicker. Glitz it up!

proving _performance and stamina.
The Head Pole Hitch makes installing
head pole ot casier forhoreren. And
atch this sprin;
cret  Weapon.
Terwilliger, this device helps colts get
Thow  started correctly, helps the lame horse
and also allows horses 10 go freer and
faster

liule

We have to be a

be's making money. bt a the same time.
making mmm

ing. 1 have great

Conadiars, They'e doing things the

Yanks used to be good at and I'm tickled

tosee i

Terwilliger had his own excitement at

$150.000 in a year of racing while taking
amark of 1:55.3f

Terwilliger is on a
roll with his imsentions. AS h says, 1
g 0 the point where [ know

o, ' geting He
e now patkais spplied
the E-Z improves the intake
of oxygen to the horse’s lungs, thus




